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Department of History
4801 Silent Ridge Court E.
Texas Christian University


Fort Worth, Texas 76132
Fort Worth, Texas  76129



Telephone: (817) 257-7288

E-mail: R.Sharpless@tcu.edu
Present Position

Professor of History, Texas Christian University, since 2015 


(Associate Professor, 2010-2015; Assistant Professor, 2006-2010)

Previous Position
Director, Baylor University Institute for Oral History, 1993-2006

Education
PhD (American Studies), Emory University, 1993

MA (American Studies), Baylor University, 1983

BA (English), Magna cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa, Baylor University, 1978

Teaching

Wise Woman Award for excellence in teaching and mentoring in the Women's Studies Program, Texas Christian University, 2011

Undergraduate
US History since 1865/1877

American History to 1865/1877
History of Food in America

History of Queer America

History of Texas
History of Working People in America
First-year Seminar in History

History of Women in America
History Major Seminar

Introduction to Women's Studies 
The American South since 1865

The Historian's Craft

The US in the World


Graduate

History of Women in America

(reading and research)
History as a Profession

Seminar in Oral History

Ph.D. dissertations directed 

Catherine Cunningham Murtagh, 2024


“Mommy, What Did You Do in the War? Republican Mothers March Off to War, 1940-1945”

Leah LaGrone Ochoa, 2021


"A Woman's Worth: Wages, Race, and Respectability in Twentieth-Century Texas"

Kendra DeHart, 2020


"From Victory to Validation: The Victory Study Club and Women's Activism in San Angelo, Texas, 1942 to 1975"

Jessica Webb, 2019


"Prostitution and Power in Progressive-Era Texas: Entrepreneurship and the Influence of Madams in Fort Worth and San Antonio, 1877-1920"

Meredith May, 2017


"Building a Business in the Bayou City: Houston and Women's Entrepreneurship, 1945-1977”
Amanda Bresie, 2014


"By Prayer and Petition: The Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament's Mission of Evangelization and Americanization, 1891-1935"

Elizabeth Sodek Moczygemba, 2014


"The Enduring First Lady of Texas: Ima Hogg's Influence on Historic Preservation in Texas"

Jessica Parker Moore, 2014


"Bursting to Speak My Mind: How Matilda Fulton Challenged the Boundaries of Womanhood in Frontier Arkansas"

Publications (Books Written)

" People of the Wheat: Culture and Cultivation in North Texas." Forthcoming: University of Texas Press, March 2026. 
Grain and Fire: A History of Baking in the American South. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2022. 

Cooking in Other Women's Kitchens: Domestic Workers in the South, 1865-1960.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010.  

Bennett H. Wall Award for the best book on southern economic or business history, Southern Historical Association, 2012

Fertile Ground, Narrow Choices: Women on Texas Cotton Farms, 1900-1940. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1999.

Coral Horton Tullis Memorial Prize for best book on Texas history, Texas State Historical Association, 2000

Liz Carpenter Award for Research in the History of Women and Texas, Texas State Historical Association, 2000

T. R. Fehrenbach Book Award, Texas Historical Commission, 2000

(with Lois E. Myers and Clark G. Baker) Rock beneath the Sand: Country Churches in Texas. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2003.

Publications (Selected Books Edited)

(with Elizabeth Hayes Turner and Stephanie Cole) Texas Women: Their Histories, Their Lives. Athens:  University of Georgia Press, 2015.  

Liz Carpenter Award for Research in the History of Women and Texas, Texas State Historical Association, 2016

(with Melissa Walker) Work, Family, and Faith: Rural Women in the Twentieth-Century South. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2006.  

(with Lois E. Myers and Thomas L. Charlton) Handbook of Oral History. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006.

Current Research

Book project on connections between rural, town, and urban women in the American South, 1900-1945
Publications: Journal Articles (Selected)
"'She Ought to Have Taken Those Cakes': Southern Women and Rural Food Supplies." Southern Cultures 18, no.2 (summer 2012), 45-58.  

"Neither Friends nor Peers: Idella Parker, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, and the Limits of Gender Solidarity at Cross Creek." Journal of Southern History 78, no. 2 (May 2012), 327-60.  

"The Servants and Mrs. Rawlings: Martha Mickens and African American Life at Cross Creek." Journal of Florida History 89, no. 4 (spring 2011), 494-523.  

Arthur W. Thompson Award for the best article in the Florida Historical Quarterly, 2012

Publications: Book Chapters (Selected)

(with Melissa Walker) "The View from the Farmhouse: Ruth Allen and Margaret Jarman Hagood Confront Rural Realities." In Reassessing the 1930s South, edited by Karen L. Cox and Sarah E. Gardner, 172-88. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2018. 

 “In ‘Favor of our Fathers’ Country and Government’: Unionist Women in North Texas.” In Texas Women and the Civil War: Diversity and Dissidence in the Trans-Mississippi, edited by Deborah Linsley Liles and Angela Boswell, 204-26. Denton: University of North Texas Press, 2016.  

"Sallie McNeill: A Woman's Higher Education in Antebellum Texas." In Texas Women: Their Histories, Their Lives. Edited by Elizabeth Hayes Turner, Stephanie Cole, and Rebecca Sharpless, 82-104. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2015. 

"Texas Women." In Discovering Texas History. Edited by Bruce A. Glasrud, Light Townsend Cummins, and Cary D. Wintz, 76-93. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2014. 

"The Women of St. Paul's Were Worried: Transforming Domestic Skills into Saleable Commodities in Texas." In The Larder: Food Studies Methods from the American South. Edited by John T. Edge, Elizabeth S. D. Engelhardt, and Ted Ownby, 32-56. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2013.  

(with Lu Ann Jones, Adrienne Petty, Mark Schultz, and Melissa Walker) "Complicating the Story: Oral History and the Study of the Rural South." Agricultural History 84 (summer 2010), 281-326.  

"'Us Has Ever Lived De Useful Life': African American Women in Texas, 1874-1900."  In Black Texas Women, ed. Bruce Glasrud and Merline Pitre, 73-98. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2008.  

"Twentieth Century Texas." In Going to Texas: Five Centuries of Texas Maps, edited by the Center for Texas Studies, 105-14.  Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 2007.  

Foreword to Grace and Gumption: Stories of Fort Worth Women, edited by Katie Sherrod, vii-xi.  Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 2007.  

(with Melissa Walker) "'Pretty Near Every Woman Done a Man's Work': Women and Field Work in the Rural South." In Work, Family, and Faith: Rural Women in the Twentieth-Century South, ed. Melissa Walker and Rebecca Sharpless. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2006.
"The History of Oral History." In Handbook of Oral History, ed. Lois Myers, Rebecca Sharpless, and Thomas Charlton. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006.

"Women and Work during the Great Depression in Texas."  In Invisible Texans: Women and Minorities in Texas, ed. Donald Willett and Stephen Curley. Dubuque, Iowa: McGraw-Hill, 2004.  

(with Lois E. Myers) "Of the Least and the Most": The African American Rural Church." In African American Life in the Rural South, 1900-1950, ed. R. Douglas Hurt, 54-80. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2003.  

Book reviews in Agricultural History, American Historical Review, Great Plains Quarterly, International Journal of Oral History, Journal of American History, Journal of Southern History, Journal of Mississippi History, Journal of Western History, Oral History Review, Public Historian, Southwestern Historical Quarterly, and others.

Selected Professional Activities and Presentations

"Do You Want Biscuits or Cornbread?: Grains in Conflict in Early America." Charles L. Wood Lecture in Agricultural History, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, 2016

"The 'Soul Sisters' in the Kitchen." Op-ed, New York Times, July 30, 2013
"For Love or Money: Beyond the Stereotypes of African American Cooks." Southern Foodways Alliance, Oxford, Mississippi, October 2013
Professional Organizations
Agricultural History Society

Alliance for Texas History


Interim board member, 2024-2025

Co-editor, Journal of Texas History, 2024-present
American Historical Association

Oral History Association

      President, 2005-2006; Vice president/first vice president, 2003-2005; Executive Secretary, 1994-98; Executive Council, 1986-89

Organization of American Historians

Southern Association for Women Historians

     
President, 2013; First/Second vice president, 2010-2012; Executive Council, 2006-2009

Southern Historical Association

     Editorial board, Journal of Southern History, 2011-16
Texas State Historical Association (resigned 2023)

Elected Fellow, 2016; Executive Council, 2010 -2015; annual meeting program chair, 2020-21
